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Abstract

The twelve-day war between Iran and Israel in the summer of 1404 (2025) was accompanied by
extensive human casualties, rendering an examination of compliance with the rules of International
Humanitarian Law (IHL) in this conflict both necessary and timely. The aim of this study is to assess
the opposing party’s adherence to the fundamental principles of IHL—namely the principles of
distinction, proportionality, and precaution—and to analyze the potential legal consequences arising
from violations of these principles. This research adopts a descriptive-analytical methodology. Its
sources include international treaties (the Geneva Conventions and their Additional Protocols, as well
as the Rome Statute), reports issued by international organizations (including the Office of the United
Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights and the International Atomic Energy Agency), and
international judicial practice (notably the jurisprudence of the International Court of Justice and the
International Criminal Court).

Based on the available evidence, the findings of the study indicate that some of the attacks under
examination satisfy the preliminary legal thresholds required to advance claims of violations of the
principles of distinction and proportionality. By clarifying the legal criteria for establishing such
violations and applying them to selected case studies, this article seeks to avoid any presumption as to
the outcome and to provide an analytical framework for a coherent assessment of compliance with IHL
rules in contemporary armed conflicts. The results of this research may serve as a basis for further
discussion on issues of State responsibility and individual criminal responsibility in such conflicts.
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