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Abstract

From ancient times to the present, the death penalty has been inscribed at the forefront of history as one
of the harshest punishments. From the Paleolithic era, when blood was avenged with blood, to the
emergence of the first codified laws, capital punishment has persisted. After several centuries, however,
criminologists began to question the death penalty, and many came to regard it as unjust and
incompatible with human dignity. What may be inferred from Qur’anic verses, narrations, and the
explicit statements of jurists is the permissibility of capital punishment for certain crimes. The legislator,
following Imami jurisprudence and the relevant textual sources, has likewise recognized the
enforceability of the death penalty upon the commission of certain offenses; nevertheless, in some
instances, adjustments to Islamic rulings concerning this punishment have been accepted. Logically, it
is not possible to enact legislation in complete disregard of Islamic perspectives.

This article, prepared through a descriptive-analytical method and based on library research, seeks to
examine whether individuals do or do not deserve the death penalty. In summary, it may be argued that
capital punishment should be deemed permissible where a person commits intentional homicide or
crimes such as forcible rape; in other cases, one should confine its application to the minimum certain
scope and maintain that such punishment ought not to be imposed. For example, a person cannot be
sentenced to death on the charge of spreading falsehoods, as neither justice, conscience, nor reason
would accept such a measure.
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