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Abstract

This study thoroughly examines the punitive nature of compensation in Roman law and its complex
relationship to the precise boundary between illegal acts and criminal offenses. In the early Roman
period, compensation was considered not only a primary means of reparation for damage, but also an
explicit means of punishing the perpetrator and was frequently criminal in nature. With the gradual
passage of time and the significant development of the Roman legal system from personal revenge to
formal state proceedings, the function of compensation underwent a profound transformation and was
progressively transferred from the criminal to the civil sphere. This article, while carefully analyzing
classical sources such as the Law of the Twelve Tablets and the authoritative opinions of Mommsen
and Ulpianus, demonstrates that many contemporary legal concepts in the field of punitive damages
and private law penalties have deep historical roots in this ancient legal structure. The findings strongly
indicate that the ancient Roman approach has been significantly reflected in some modern legal areas
such as product liability, competition law, and intellectual property, and has ultimately led to the
creation of legal institutions that simultaneously pursue the dual and complementary goals of both
compensation and deterrence. Deterrence and compensation.
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